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WELCOME HOME

John 14:1-6

You have seen them adorn the back end of cars affixed magnetically to the trunk or perhaps a trailer fender.  Some might be located on the refrigerator at home or on your Craftsman tool box in the garage.  You might have seen them in school sticking to the inside of a locker along with pictures of sports heroes or super models and old chewing gum.  They generally come in 3 sizes - small, medium or large.  They are mostly yellow, although they come in a variety of colors from pink, to red-white-and blue, to green, to camouflage and so on.  You might even have one.  They are shaped in the form of a ribbon, with a variety of messages from supporting cancer survivors, but predominantly they reflect loyalty for our troops and their safe return home. 

It was a practice that apparently came out of the 19th century.  The idea of a yellow ribbon became a symbol of remembrance.  Allegedly some women would wear a yellow ribbon in their hair to signify their devotion to a husband or sweetheart serving in the U.S. Cavalry.  Yellow was the official color of the cavalry, worn on insignia or badges on the soldiers uniform and so it was that color supporting women back home would wear as they tied on a yellow ribbon until the loved one returned home.  
The yellow ribbon inspired the song which inspired the John Wayne movie “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon.”  Tony Orlando would later sing about tying a yellow ribbon around the old oak tree.
Since the Gulf War, my folks have had several good friends whose sons have gone off to fight in battles.  To show their support they would tie a yellow ribbon around, well you guessed it, an old oak tree outside their home.  There it would remain until the soldier returned home at which time it would be cut off.  If they knew the soldier was coming up to visit them at home, they would wait and let him cut the ribbon from the tree.  For those who drive by it was a symbolic reminder of the sacrifices made by those who serve our country as well as a constant visible reminder to them to pray for a safe return home.
Today, invariably you will end a conversation by remarking “see you later.”  You do so because you expect to see the person again.  Our focus today is about someone who has made a promise to return.  We are going to be discussing the doctrine of eschatology, the study of future and final events, specifically about the return of Christ.  We are not going to delve into a study in dispensations or theories like the pre-tribulation rapture or mid-tribulation rapture or the millennial kingdom or about the antichrist’s identity, but rather a focus just on the fact that Christ left and would be returning and if He is returning, do we care?

Take a yellow ribbon and tie it on your car antenna or fridge handle or locker door or around your phone, or key chain, places that are visible to remind you of your commitment to wait for Christ – your loved one, until He returns.
Most of the time when I pick David up from day care he is really excited to see me.  He usually drops what he is doing and runs over to give me a big hug as he shouts “DADDY.”  On a few occasions he will be a little disappointed with a puzzled look, I thought Mom was going to pick me up today.  I remind him that earlier we said that I would return to pick him up.
Folks, Jesus is coming again and we know He is because He said He would.  We are looking at this passage from what we have come to know as the supper discourse.  Turn to John 14:1-6.
There are just 2 points for you today.

A prepared home.

A prepared heart.

I don’t know what your conversations are like around the dinner table in your home, but what Jesus has to say as they share a meal together in chapters 13-17 is at times encouraging and other times just downright sobering, troubling.  

It all begins with a foot washing ceremony.  The disciples had joined Him for the Passover meal and traditionally after having traveled the dusty roads, the host would offer to wash the dirty feet of his guests.  Since they were meeting in a borrowed room, no one was host, so then no one offered to play host and perform the customary task of washing feet.  No one wanted to be host.  They were too worried about who was the greatest.  As a matter of fact we read in chapter 13 that the meal had all ready begun when Jesus got up, took off His outer garment, picked up a towel and water basin and began to wash their feet.  All eyes must have bounced around from man to man as they sat there guilty of neglecting such a menial task, while their master did the work.
Earlier they had been rebuked for arguing about who was the greatest.  That message hadn’t sunk in as they all thought someone else should wash feet.  If that weren’t enough, after returning to His seat, Jesus announced that someone would betray Him, turn on Him like an enemy.  Then they all heard the sobering indictment against the group’s outspoken leader, Peter that he would deny Christ not once but 3 times.  On top of that they would all abandon Him for their lives.  Mixed in with all this bad news is more bad news – Jesus would be leaving them.  Oh, and by the way, the world would hate them and persecute them.  How’s that for a dinner conversation?
Their world had just been tremendously shaken like San Francisco being hit with an earthquake.  While the Passover meal was a thought provoking event as participants remembered its symbolism it also was a time to reflect on God’s deliverance.  It should have been a joyful time, but Jesus sort of put a wet blanket on the whole thing.  It would be like telling your parents you just made the varsity squad and they respond by telling you that you will be moving in 2 weeks, only this is 10 times worse. All the wind got sucked out of the room
With news like that the disciples were bewildered, confused, discouraged and depressed.  Who wouldn’t be?  The world they had known for 3 years was about to come to an abrupt end.  Maybe they started thinking about why in the world they joined up for this cruise if the ship was about to run aground.  If they had been forewarned ahead of time they might not have signed up, they might have opted to stay where they were.

How many have been there?  Things seem to be going well and then you get some bad news with more bad news on top of more bad news.  Reminds me of the day Job got all the bad news one right after the other that everything he had he lost.  
You leave work one day happy as a lark and arrive the next day only to find out that you no longer have a job and then the furnace goes out or the water pump quits or the car blows a gasket.

Could it get any worse for the disciples?  Yeah, because in a couple hours Jesus would be arrested, tried and then executed.  No wonder they felt rotten.  I would have felt the same way and so would you.  In spite of all this serious news, Jesus has some words of comfort, He gives them some encouragement.  It’s about a prepared home. 
I. A PREPARED HOME – v. 1-4

Jesus said to the disciples “don’t let your heart be troubled.”  That word troubled means to be stirred, agitated, to be shaken up.  It’s the same word used by the invalid in John 5 when Jesus visits Jerusalem and encounters a group of disabled people around a pool.  They believed that an angel of the Lord would come down once in a while and stir up the water.  When that happened the first one who could manage to dip himself in the pool would get healed of their disability.   This man had been an invalid for 38 years and Jesus on seeing him asked if He wanted to be healed.  The man said he would love to get healed but when the water is stirred up no one is around to help get in the pool and someone else always beats him.  He was always a day late and a dollar short.  
The disciples were stirred up, agitated, shaken by the news and Jesus says don’t be troubled about such things.  He saw their demeanor and knew their hearts and in this one statement gave them a soothing command to stop being troubled.  Don’t worry.  
On several occasions Jesus reminded His followers that there would be trouble and tribulation and trials of all kinds and here He reminded them to stop worrying.  

His remedy for replacing trouble with a peaceful heart was to trust God.  Have faith in God.  Let me ask you this: do you trust in God today?  Do you believe that He keeps His word?  Do you believe that what He says He will do?  If not, why not?  If so, why?  
For some of you who aren’t fully convinced you can trust in God, what keeps you from doing so?  For others of you who have a rock solid faith in God, how have you come to have such confidence, even in the times of trouble?  Have faith, believe in God, trust Him.  Time and time again we are reminded not to fear, but only trust.
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Trust comes with a promise.

Throughout life there are plenty of occasions to be afraid, to be troubled, for our soul to be agitated, and throughout Scripture there are many reminders not to fear but rather to trust in God.  This must be an active faith that not only believes but commits to it.  It’s total trust and confidence so much so that you put all your proverbial eggs in one basket.  You totally trust God and nothing else.  I have never been bungee jumping and I don’t expect to try it anytime soon.  But that event serves to illustrate the kind of trust we need to have in God.  When that jumper leaps off the bridge, he has totally committed himself to the safety of that chord.  Someone has said that “a firm trust in God relieves the soul of despair.”  Nothing will trouble you when you trust in God with all your heart.  The question is: do you believe it?  Do you trust Him like that?
Several months ago I introduced you to a song.

Nothing is impossible when you put your trust in God.

Nothing is impossible when you’re trusting in His Word.

Harken to the voice of God to thee.
Is there anything too hard for Me?

Then put your trust in God alone and rest upon His Word.

For ev’rything, O, ev’rything, yes ev’rything is possible with God.

All that is going on today in your life demands and deserves trust in God.  We can trust Him today because as we will see, He has our future in His plans and nothing will alter them.  

Isaiah 46:12 “From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose.  What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do.”

Isaiah 48:3 “I foretold the former things long ago, my mouth announced them and I made them known; then suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.”

Don’t be troubled, trust in God and in Jesus.

Notice on the side one additional note from this first verse.  It’s that Jesus is stating equality with God.  In essence He’s saying He is God as well.  If you put your trust in God, you can put your trust in Christ as well.  There is no difference in the outcome.  The result will be the same.

Now why can we have such confidence in God and in Christ?  The next verses tell us why.  Here’s the promise (v. 2-3).
The best class I had in High school wasn’t history (my favorite subject).  Even though I enjoyed it and we had a lot of fun, gym class wasn’t at the top of my list and neither was the required semester of Home Economics where we got to make and eat different dishes.  My favorite class was building trades.  Every day of class in my senior year10 of us met at the work site to build a house.  It began with learning how to excavate the site and then plot out the layout of the house using blue prints.  We dug the foundation, poured the cement, learned how to lay block, set the sill, frame, roof, put in plumbing and wiring for electricity, dry walled and painted.  We were preparing the house to be a parsonage for the Church of God.  I’m proud to say that it’s still standing and in use.  

Understand that what Jesus isn’t saying as Old Testament Jews thought, that this new place would be built here on earth.  Remember that this world is tainted by the affects of sin.  It too was cursed when Adam and Eve chose on that fateful day to take a bite out of that forbidden fruit.  This world is waiting for the time when we will be made into the likeness of Christ, not just in a spiritual sense, but physically as well.  I don’t know what it’s going to be like, but it will be marvelous.  The Father’s house isn’t something here on earth as we will see in verse 3 because it’s a place Jesus is taking us to not some place we have all ready been.  And the Father’s house isn’t, as others believe, something spiritual inside us.  It’s not a state of mind.
This is a brand new place.  It’s not that this place, this earth is refurbished.  Remember that Peter speaks of this place being consumed with a fervent or intense heat in preparation for something new that is coming.  Turn to Revelation 21:1-4, 9-21.

You may think of the Taj Mahal or Solomon’s temple or palace or the Babylonian kingdom and all the splendor of these wonders, but this House of God will be beyond belief, beyond comprehension.
It will be out of this world indescribably beautiful. In the Father’s house are many mansions.  Your Bible may read rooms or dwelling places.  I know we sing about having a mansion just over the hill top and being fine with just a little cottage below, some are glad just to get inside the gate.  It’s not going to be like a subdivision with individual houses and property lines.  The idea Jesus is presenting is that of one large apartment complex if you will.  There will be room enough for all who will be there.  The emphasis is on the intimacy of fellowship we will have with other believers who are there and with God.  Today’s measurements would put this city as described in Revelation at somewhere around 2 million square miles, roughly have the size of the United States.   
Jesus is making an emphatic statement that it’s going to be just as described and nothing less.  The promise He makes is that He Himself is the one who is going to prepare a place for us.  In order for this place to be built He had to leave.  Now I’m not certain about Jesus doing the actual construction of this house Himself.  Maybe you have a picture of Him hammering away, cutting boards, installing kitchen appliances and so on.  What I rather suspect and believe Jesus to be saying is that for people to become a resident of this house, He had to prepare the way and the way was through His death, burial and resurrection.  Without Christ preparing the way by dying on the cross and then our faith in His substitutionary death for our sins, that place would remain empty.  One author aptly put it this way: “He went to obtain for you and me the right to be there and to possess your place.”  If He didn’t obtain the right first by going before me, I’ll never have the right to be a citizen there.  The door will never be open for me to enter.  
In this house there are many rooms or dwelling places.  One author stated that there is “room for all and a place for each.”  The word literally means an abiding place.  It’s a permanent residence that is there waiting for those who trust in God.  
Several years ago, my Dad was involved in what I believe was the first murder trial in Oscoda county.  After the trial and conviction of two brothers in the murder of two men over a hunting incident, he and the under Sherriff drove the convicted men to Jackson prison.  When they arrived, they were met by the warden.  He had this to say to the men “welcome to the place you will spend the rest of your lives.”  It would become their new permanent home.  They would abide there.
Have you ever gone to stay at someone’s house and when you arrive you’re greeted by the host who invites you in and remarks that they want to show you to the place prepared for you to stay?  They don’t want you to be a guest, they want you to be a family.  

In my High school and college years I would spend parts of the summer working in Ypsilanti.  The owners of the business were like my second Mom and Dad.  After church we always went out to eat and they would tell me to order anything I wanted, they were buying.  At home I was made to be part of the family, ate with them, went places with them – I never felt like a guest or that I didn’t belong.

We’re going to leave this place for a place that has been prepared for us by Jesus, a place that won’t need to be repainted, or re-shingled, a place where you won’t have to worry about termites or bats.  It will become our permanent residence.  We’ll never have to leave.  We’ll never be made to feel like a servant or guest.  We’re family.
In these verses, Jesus gives a twofold promise.  The first is that He would be leaving to prepare a place for us.  The second is that if He went to prepare this place, He would return for them in order to take them back with Him so that they would be with Him forever.  How’s that for a promise?  Wasn’t it General Patton who promised to return to the Philippines?  
Jesus is the means to bring them into the presence of the Father, into His house.  He is asking the disciples to continue to believe Him while He was gone, that what He promised He would fulfill, He would come back Himself to get them.  He wasn’t going to get them just so they could be in paradise and enjoy bliss for eternity, but He was going to come back to get them so we could be with Him, literally it means to be face to face with them.
These words from Jesus were meant to comfort them in their despair, that in spite of what’s going on in the present, the future stands firm, trust in Me to bring it to pass and we’ll be together forever.  The promise for them and for us is that He will come again.  This promise was also made to the disciples on the mountain by the 2 angels who stated that just as they had seen Jesus leave, He would return in the same way (Acts 1:9-11).
He was going to leave to prepare a home and noted in verse 4 that they knew the way.  On different occasions in His teaching ministry to the disciples He spoke of how to get to where He was going.  He is the light, the door, the bread of life, the living water – the path had been made plain to them.

Verses 1-4 speak of a prepared home.
Verses 5-6 speak of a prepared heart.

II. A PREPARED HEART – v. 5-6

Thomas asked the very question that is on all our minds at one time or another.  His question reveals their bewilderment about all that Jesus had been revealing up to that point.  Jesus had told them before and they were still not able to process or comprehend it all.  We are all doubters like Thomas.  We doubt at some point that we truly know the way to where Jesus is.  “How can we know the way when we don’t know the destination?”  In spite of his question, don’t you find him refreshingly honest?  Isn’t there a bit of Thomas in all of us?  Lord, you’ve said so much, it’s still a little fuzzy to me, can you explain it again for me?  
It’s like when I took algebra, I didn’t always get it?  Can you go over it one more time so it’s clear?

Jesus gave a matter of fact answer.  He’s about to make it as plain as the nose on His face.  “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one can come to the Father except through me.”

He is not one way among many.  I heard one day at a chaplain’s meeting a few years ago that there are many ways up to the top of the mountain – some go straight up the mountain, some go around the mountain in a circle, some go back and forth up the side of the mountain, but they eventually all get to the mountain top.  Jesus is saying that he is the only way to the Father.  John made it very clear as well – “if you have the Son, you have life, if you don’t have the Son, you don’t have life.”  (I John 5:11-13)  There isn’t any other way.

It is said of the ancient city Troy that there was only one way, one gate, one entrance into that city.  

Two men were talking one day when the one found out that the other was a minister.  He asked the minister what church he belonged to.  The pastor told him it was the Baptist church.  The man retorted “Baptist, oh, you’re that narrow-minded bunch that believes only their group is going to make it to heaven.”  The pastor replied that he was even more narrow minded than that.  “I don’t even think all of our group are going to make it!”
Jesus is the only way into the heaven.  It’s not through any other religion.  It’s not through membership in a denomination or attending a particular church.  It’s not through marrying someone who is a Christian or giving or doing good deeds.  It’s only through Jesus.  There is only one way and Jesus is that only way.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved and when Jesus returns to get His family, you’re guaranteed to be part of that gathering to be taken to His Father’s house in heaven.
He is also the truth.  It’s not that He just tells the truth, He is truth.  In all that Jesus says and does He is reliable.  When He said He was going to prepare a place for us, you can rest assured it took place.  When He said He was going to return you can mark it down as happening – He will return because He is truth.  His word is final and unaltered.  
He is the way, He is the truth, He is the life.  Not just that He is alive or has life, but that He is the source of life both physical and spiritual.  Without Him we are still dead in our sins.  Because we place our trust in Him, He grants to us life so that we become a new creation.  Jesus said (John 10:9) that He has come so that we may have life through Him.  

One author concludes that the “way brings men to God, the truth makes men free, and the life implies communion or fellowship with Him.”  

Last Sunday we received a call at the church from someone wanting directions to the church.  Tim answered the phone and gave it to me to help the caller.  If you want directions somewhere, don’t you want to get them from someone who knows the way?

Jesus wanted to comfort his discouraged disciples.  He told them not to be afraid or troubled because even though He had to leave them, He would return for them to take them to a wonderful place prepared for them.  He concluded that He was the only way to this place.
This same place has been prepared for you and me as well and the same holds true for us.  If we want to be a part of this future home, we must follow Christ – He is the only way.

Have you chosen to follow Him?  Are you ready for Him to return if it were today?  Take a yellow ribbon and tie it somewhere that will be visible to you as a reminder of Jesus’ return.  There is plenty of room for you.  He loves you enough to want you to be with Him forever.  I find that absolutely, breathtakingly wonderful.  Jesus wants to be with me.  He wants to be with you.  Trust in Him today.  It’s the only way to this place of many rooms.  
